www.cglchurch.org
cglclcems@yahoo.com
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Happy Easter! | hope that this
last seven weeks; beginning with
Ash Wednesday, the many weeks
of Lent mid-week services, Palm
Sunday, Holy Week, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, all
culminating in our celebrations on
Easter Sunday, were truly a blessing to you &l yieiar.

But | also hope that you don’t feel the way that |
often feel after the holidays. Because when althef
celebration is done, when we start to take down th
decorations and get back to the “daily-grind” | ajs
feel a bit let down.

| remember this feeling started for me when | was i
second grade. My family had just celebrated &
wonderful Easter together. Worship on Easter wa
amazing. The dinner we ate at my aunt and uncle’
house on Easter day was awesome! And the time m
extended family spent together was even better.

But then life had to start again. My spring break
was over, and | had to get back to the “real-world”
again.

And | remember as | walked to my public school
that morning, tears were pouring out of my 7-yelar-o
eyes. |just couldn’t do it; | just couldn’t go $ahool. |
couldn’t face the rest of the world again with ailits
pain. | remember that morning | ran home and my

parents were stunned. They asked what was wrong”

And | told them; “Easter’s over, and | can’t go kdo
school. Everything’s so hard, the kids are so melan
can't do it anymore. Why does Easter have to end?”
And my dad, being the wonderful, loving, pastoral
father that he is, dried my tear-soaked cheekkeldo
me square in the eyes and said; “But it doesn’'ehav
end... that's what Easter is all about. Jesus dietl,
that wasn’'t the end. He rose again.
ascended into heaven He promised to always be wit
you no matter where you go or what you go through.”
We hear this promise from Jesus’ own lips after His
resurrection, just as He was about to leave Hisiples
to be taken into heaven. Jesus knew that they we
afraid of what would happen next after He left tlaesy
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And when He
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very well should have been. Life did not get aagier

for them from that point on. But Jesus calms tfesars
when He says to them, “All authority in heaven amd
Earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations...and surely | am with you
always, [even] to the very end of the age(atthew
28:18-20.)

And in The OIld Testament (in my confirmation
verse), the Lord promises that He will be with d@sh
always when He says; “be strong and courageous, do
not be afraid, do not be discouraged. For the lyouat
God will be with you wherever you goJoshua 1:9)

And until that point | hadn’t really realized thgt.

I thought (like most kids do I'm sure...) that, when
Easter or Christmas is over and when you takeighés|
down, put away the baskets and the candy and the
plastic grass, the celebration is over.

But that's the beauty of the celebrations and the
faith that we have in Jesus. Where the world has
celebrations that come and go, start and finishthed
start over again next year; our celebrations doane to
end. The joy of Easter is a Joy that we should hyaar
round.

Because Jesus rose for us, He continues to live for
us. And the peace and joy that comes from His
presence in our lives will remain, because He psesi
always to be with us.

So no matter who we are — a child afraid to go to
school because of the things the other kids sayiddle
aged man or woman who doesn’'t want to go to work
because it has become too “routine,” or a vicastqyeor
DCE, who has invested so much time and energy into
the last seven weeks of worship services, celemsiti
and special events that he’s physically and emaltipn
drained — remember it doesn’t have to end. Those
feelings of joy and peace don't have to fade aveay
the Love of Christ, our Risen Lord and Savior, will
sustain us throughout it all.

May the Joy and Peace of Christ’s Resurrection and

His Love sustain you through all you go through.
Amen.
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As a new member of the handbell choir, | can say
what a joy it is to be part of the music ministry a
Christ's Greenfield Lutheran Church! At churches we
belonged to in the past, | had always been vergliuad
and wanted the same thing. | would like to sharth wi
you my first experience at CGLC. It was on Celebrat
Sunday last October. | walked over to the handbell
booth and introduced myself to Rena Roberts, whe wa
just so welcoming. | told Rena that | had neveygth
handbells before, but that | did read music (algtonot
a prerequisite). | said that | thought it lookdeela lot of
fun, and that it was a great way to praise our L&fe
said that she was always looking for handbell playe
and encouraged me to join.

I immediately knew | wanted to try this. Rena told
me that rehearsals were on Thursday nights at ;115p
As it turned out, there were two other beginnerthat
time, so she met with the three of us before alaegu
practice to show us how to ring and gave us a small
piece for the next rehearsal. That was so helfdfhén
at the first rehearsal, she introduced the threasofo
everyone and they, too, were so welcoming an
friendly. Everyone was very helpful and gave uselit T
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tips on ringing. When 1 lost track of where | waghw
my music, the girls were always there to let mevkno
what measure we were on.

It is not all practice though — we have a fun time,
too, and it is such a wonderful way to meet pedyle.
laugh and talk and Rena always has candy for us!! A
the end of practice, Rena asks for special prarasts
and she always ends with a special prayer. What a
blessing Rena is to handbells!

It gets intense learning a new piece of music, but
there’'s always someone to help and | feel so pegpar
when we do play the bells during church services.

So, if you're looking for a way to meet wonderful
new friends and a great way to praise the Lorddwe’
love to have you join us — you'll love it!!
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A beginning handbell choir is starting in April on
Thursday nights at 6:15pm in the sanctuary. Plealie
Rena Roberts at (480) 892-8314 x141 for more
information. Join our music ministry at Christ's
Greenfield and “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.”
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wyssmannk@aol.com
pastordplappe@yahoo.com
howieduerr@hotmail.com
wyssmannl@aol.com
grantdce@hotmail.com
jakedce@gmail.com
bells children@hotmail.com
tlappe@cox.net
bryancpcglc@hotmail.com
christieelliott@yahoo.com
cglclcms@yahoo.com

Pastor Wyssmann
Pastor Lappe
Vicar Duerr
Laurie Wyssmann
DCE Grant Carey
DCE Jake Boessling
Rena Roberts
Trudi Lappe
Bryan Jensen
Christie Elliott
Office Staff
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What do 32 adults who have been meeting i
Monday night classes from January to March, ples th
13 kids, have in common? They joined the Christ’s
Greenfield Lutheran Church family Sunday, March 30!

Do you know who has marriage plans, who are
parents of current members, whose parents aie
members, who is a cousin to one of our church
secretaries? Who has kids in our school, who isfro
South Africa, who moved here from Dallas, who came
here from lowa, who came from Nebraska, Virginia,
Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota
Indiana, New Mexico, Chicago, Houston? Who camse
from Catholic, Methodist, or Baptist background?daVh
is a horse trainer and riding instructor, who is @
firefighter, who is an engineer, who is a landscape

What new members are looking for friendship and
fellowship with us? What new members’ days would bg
brightened by your seeking them out to introduce
yourself and offer your friendship and support?

Why don’'t you find out???? Look for the new
member picture board in the Narthex, read thedfst
new members that came with Courier today and nake |
a point to seek out one or more of the new memtoers

offer your friendship and support!
* ]
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"l should live not for the dot but for the line" tise
fourth key component in the "Treasure Principle."
Randy Alcorn explains it this way: "[O]ur preseiii¢ lis
the dot. It begins. It ends. It's brief. Bubrh the dot
extends a line that goes on forever. That liretesnity,
which Christians will spend in heaven." Psalm 133:
18 speaks directly to our fragile existence onheartd
to the everlasting existence in heaven for those wh
believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 2:10-11: "I denied
myself nothing my eyes desired; | refused my haart
pleasure. My heart took delight in all my workgdathis
was the reward for all my labor. Yet when | sumgy
all that my hands had done and what | had toiled tp
achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasingtafte
wind; nothing was gained under the sun." How could
the wisest, wealthiest man on earth (about 935)BC.
the time, and maybe for all time, make such 4§
statement? Then he went on to say that he anfbdhe
would come to stand on equal footing in the end
because both die. All that has been accumulatbdrei
goes to someone else or gets destroyed. Solomon
further made the point that what really has meaiéng
being content with what God provides and giving God
the glory in how those things are used.

The fifth key component in the "Treasure Principle"
is:  "Giving is the only antidote to materialism."
Antidote is a pretty strong word, because it implieat
"materialism" is poison. See Matthew 6:19-34 fioe t
antidote. In Ecclesiastes Solomon talked about
materialism (desires of the flesh) as the poisdn.
Matthew 6:19-34 Jesus talked about heavenly treasur
(desires of the Spirit) as the antidote.

The word "giving" jumps out at me as the important
word in this key component. God pours His love in$
and "giving" in His love must pour out of us to sha
His Gospel message. It comes from the wellspring o
life, His Word and Sacraments, Jesus, Himself -nJoh
1:14; John 3:16-17; John 14:6.

Dear Jesus, turn my eyes away from materialism
and the poison it carries against the flow of Ytmwe.
Open the eyes of my heart to giving in the flowvaolur
love, the love You have poured into me, and guige m
giving how You want it to flow out of my heart. Aen.
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Are there any aspiring young Rembrandts,
Monets, or Renoirs between the ages of 3-12 years
in our congregation? Please encourage them to
create artwork for display at the national Childsen
Ministry Conference July 11-13 in Schaumburg, |Ill.
All LCMS congregations have been invited |to
submit artwork based on the conference’s daily
themes: “Christ,” “Children,” or “Community.” We
will be submitting one selection per theme category
for a total of 3 submissions. Artwork must pe
received by the church office no later than 5pm| on
Friday May 16, 2008, so that Pastor Lappe can
make and submit selections to Synod before their
June 1 deadline. All submissions will be exhibited
at the conference and will be available for
“purchase” through donations by conference
participants. All donations received will be givien
the name of the artists to charitable children’s
organizations. The artwork also will be featured in
an online exhibit on the LCMS Children’s Ministry
Website. Faculty of Concordia University's
Chicago Art Department will present a special
award of merit for each of the 3 categories. For
more information, visitvww.lcms.org/ncmc




Golf Lessons

It was a beautiful day, and my tee shot soared hig
into the blue sky. My golf ball landed softly dmetfar
side of the green. The backspin carried it backitbin
inches of the flag, a spectacular shot! But, theas
one problem—all of this was only in my imaginatioh!
find it easy to visualize great shots, but now nojf g
ball lay on the ground in front of me, and | knevatt
my golfing reality invariably falls short of whatew |
might visualize. | recalled the frustration Paul
expressed in Romans 7:18: “For | have the desidot
what is good, but | cannot carry it out.”

I'm sure there are many golf lessons to be learne
from scripture. For example, consider the tradiiof
golfing etiquette—Be quiet when another player is
about to swing, don’'t walk in front of another piais
putt, play quickly so the players behind you ddrave
to wait—all of these are examples of following the
golden rule. Jesus gave us that lesson in Luk#: 6:3
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

Then there’s the issue of forgiveness. Golf club
manufacturers often say their clubs are forgiving—
which means that even if your golf swing is flawgdu
can still hit a great shot. Well, | have my douabout
that! As a Christian, | know that only the Lorddtves
completely and “remembers your sins no mo(gaiah
43:25)

The lessons we glean from the Bible are meant to b
shared on the golf course, as well as in everyiacif
life. Jesus advises, “Let your light shine beforen,”
(Matthew 5:16)

So once again | lined up my golf shot and gave it 4
good rip. My ball sliced hopelessly off to thehigand
bounced off a tree. Trudging off to find my baiida
searching my memory for an applicable Bible veise,
recall that the Lord “will make your paths straight
(Proverbs 3:6)Praise the Lord!

/

P.S. If you enjoy golf, support our preschool andool
by playing in our tournament on Saturday May 3 € Se
details
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Psalm 127:1 “Except the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain that build it.”

During the church business meeting, when his turn
came to report, the treasurer stood up and saidysG
$30 a week ain’'t gonna cut it!”

This happened many years ago (1963-1964) in a
mission congregation in a suburb of Des Moines,alow
We had no church building at first, so our business
meetings (voters assemblies) were held in the pags
basement, and weekly contributions were only about
$30.

Although the District was paying the pastor’s salar
and owned a piece of land on which to build a new
church, it was critical that we pay the day-to-day
expenses, and plan for growth and a building ... and
most of us were still contributing to our previous
churches until the mission officially started reteg
members.

Our ONE in the Flow campaign raises similar
concerns -- making room for the Word of God to be
taught and preached to all who want to hear it. ®an
“CUT IT?”

We believe there is a real need in Gilbert for the
WORD OF GOD, taught and preached IN ITS TRUTH
AND PURITY.

Members contribute money to the church (as part of
our stewardship) because we want to help the church
grow and expand its ministry to the unchurched.

We believe God wants us to contribute our first
fruits to Him, and we believe that we are blessgd b
Him.

Can we “CUT IT?” YES! “....with God, all things
are possible.fMatthew 19:26

What became of that mission congregation? The
people were dedicated, and the Lord was willing, --
today it's a congregation of 2,000, with a largéding
and with golf cart service to the far end of itgknag

lot!
/| 3 $4
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The 6th Annual Golf
Tournament will be held at Superstition Springs fGol
Course, with a 7:30am shotgun start. Registration
materials will be available soon. Money raised il
to help support both the preschool and the elementa
Please contact Paul Vaughn (480-969-6012) or Matt
Chiappetta (480-782-1222) for more information.

Ii —



First, we would like to thank the congregation
members for their patience during this constructior
period. We know that parking has been somewhg
problematic, but we are trying to regain spaces a
quickly as possible.

Be advised that there will be no pews in the
sanctuary for several weeks starting in early Maye
are having them reupholstered to match the new.one
Also during this period, Concord Construction vk
repairing drywall, painting, installing sound anitieo
equipment, and carpeting the existing portion o th
sanctuary.

Secondly, we would like to thank those who are
participating in the One in the Flow program. Wislw
more of you would do so. It is important to nobatt
these monies go for church-obligated building espsn
(not covered by the loan) such as architecturas,fee
Town of Gilbert and SRP fees and permits, new pewd
re-upholstery, and sound and video equipment.

The current contract calls for the sanctuary andg
narthex to be completed by the first week of July,
Occupancy of the new school building is still stafer
November 1.
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“Chaos or Kairos?” Kairos means opportunity.
This retreat will show us how we can draw closer to
God, even during a crisis.

Event is April 11-13, cost of $60 per person.
Registration begins Friday at 7pm, and concludes
Sunday after lunch. Registration forms are avéslai
the church office or register online
www.campaloma.com

at

5 4

Mark your calendars
for the third Saturday of
each month, 9am (March 15). Any and all volunteers
who would like to assist with cleaning and light
maintenance of the campus facilities should gather
the Family Life Center. Questions, Dave Austin 480
545-7401.
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For many, a hymn worth singing as often as we can
is “Lift High The Cross” (#837 Lutheran Service Book).
The refrain reads: “Lift high the cross, the logE
Christ proclaim till all the world adore His sacred
name.”

In the fall of 1985 this parish celebrated the
placement of the cross that currently defines auisp
to all who drive up and down Greenfield Road. Ovef
the years, many have wished out loud that the arass
more visible. Some thought we should turn it to the
north, and others to the south. Some thought itidvbe
great if we could paint it a different color thaladk, or
that it was better lit. Though we’ve tried to lighup
better, little has been done since the building fuas$
built to improve its visibility.

That is, until now! Recently, after a series of
lightning strikes, we discovered that the lightnirgyl
which was originally attached to the cross is nogkr
functioning in that capacity. Without that protectj
when the lightning struck, our sound system and &
number of computers were ruined.

Todd and Associates, our current architectural,firm
was tasked with the challenge of redesigning ascias
the front of our sanctuary that would be more Vesib
and more functional. The design that has beenptede
by the Building Committee is on display in the
courtyard. It champions not just one cross thaw no
reflects the look of the cross on our altar, bub tw
additional crosses, not only reminiscent of thesses of
Calvary, but in respect for our members who haveg lo

wanted to be able to better see the cross as they

approach the church from the north or south or
Greenfield Road.

Funds to cover the cost of the two smaller crosses

have already been raised. Memorial and othef
contributions toward the $15,000 cost of the lagess

in the center will be accepted in any amount. Rleas
make your check payable t€CGLC: Lift High the
Cross...Higher!”

As the hymn continues, “O Lord, once lifted on the
glorious tree, raise us, and let Your cross themaag
be!”

For more information about this project, contact
Pastor Wyssmann at 480-892-8314 x 101.
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“Reach out and Touch Someone”

This was an advertising slogan from a telephone
company to convince people to call more. In today’s
fast and furious lifestyle with cell phones, tegtiand
emails, we find ourselves interacting more via tetedc
media instead of the old-fashioned face-to-facevan
voice-to-voice communication. It is a shame, beedus
think we lose a lot of personal contact and haveose
difficult time developing relationships with people
today. You can ask most singles and they can tll y
how hard it is to find a meaningful relationshigtiwihe
opposite sex, and “matching” websites have replaced
the dating scene in many cases. It seems that even
family members are more comfortable communicating
electronically than personally. With a membership
closing in on 2000 members, developing and susigini
personal communications and relationships in our
church are also harder to cultivate.

The Board of Elders has initiated a congregational
call campaign to try and “reach out” to our many
members. We are hoping this will help us better
minister to the spiritual needs of our congregaphss
develop a path to the pastoral and office staft dam
help support you in your times of need, life evemts
church or worship concerns. If you get a call fram)
please let us know how we can better minister to. yo
Return our calls when something in your life regsian
extra prayer on your behalf, or you just need liowath
someone or need a little support during a chaltengi
time in your life.

At the same time, we are trying to encourage the
congregation to “reach out” and make an effort atam
meaningful personal relationships with fellow memnghe
by joining a Bible study, sign up to be a greeter,
volunteer to help with the coffee hours or just dav
short conversation before or after worship serviggl
those around you. A few words may make someone feel
more connected to not only our church, but to other
persons of faith. Remember we are a community of
Christ and He has provided the way to Him by dasg
He did and said.

In our busy lives, we should all try to use our
Church to “reach out” and get to know your fellow
believers in Christ. As the Pastors have said onyma
occasions, “You might as well get to know them,
because you will be with them for eternity.”

*3 1"
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The Jr. High Youth can use your new and used
Bibles for their Service Project! They will be
reaching out to people in the community who don’t
know about the Lord by handing out Bibles to them,.
On April 19" they will be highlighting verses in the
Bibles about the Gospel of Jesus. Please give
unused Bibles to DCE Jake or bring them to
Church Office by April 13. Thanks!
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A Friday/Saturday class will be starting up on May
9 and will run through July 25. Times are fromor t
9pm on Fridays, and 9am to noon on Saturdays, wath
classes between May 23 and June 6, or betweer2Fune
and July 5.

If you or someone you know is interested in joining
Christ's Greenfield, please have them call the ciur
office, (480) 892-8314, x100, 102 or 108. If yow &
current member and wish to reacquaint yourself with
LCMS doctrine and practices, this is also an erogll
opportunity to do so!
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Time to clean out your
closets, your garage and
your children’s toy chests!
Drop off all of those no-
longer-needed “treasures” at the FLC starting at
7:00am on Thursday April 3, so that the workers
can get everything set up prior to Saturday
morning. All proceeds go to the school. Questions
contact Jessica Vieane at jessicavieane@cox.net.

The Eagle Foundation Steering Committee has
announced an exciting new program to grow support f
Christ's Greenfield Lutheran School and Preschéol
may have already seen the flyer distributed wita th
Courier two weeks ago (distributed again this week)
discussing the financial challenges our schools.fac
Increased enrollment and staffing anticipated essalt
of the current building project, as well as curhicn
enhancements and technological advancements all
require our continuing prayers and reliance oninaetl
financial support,

The “Committee of 100” is being formed to both
prayerfully and financially support the ministry otir
school and preschool over the next five years fuxitls
generated by the foundation committee will be tege
for educational enrichment and technological enkanc
ment. Membership is already approaching 20% of our
goal!

There will be an inaugural dedication dinner and
banquet (at no cost to you!) on Saturday evenimgijl A
12 at the Gilbert residence of Edward Lamb. You wil
be able to meet our new principal, Bob Burgess,hasd
wife Julie, and hear his vision for the school. The
special guest speaker that evening will be Henrja&o
the original Phoenix Gorilla. Please contact arsige
committee member to learn more: Paul Vaughn (480-
969-6012), Mark Billingsley (480-354-3457), TreyxCo
(480-926-9286), Laurie Wyssmann (480-892-8521 X
110), or Mark Harris (480-917-3180).

RSVP to Laurie Wyssmann to accept the invitation
to attend this special evening no later tigpm on
Tuesday, April 1°.

$SYLO




Isaiah 40:31
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The forefathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) established schools for the education
their children before a sanctuary for worship waitb
It was their intent that the youth be “wise, skdlland
cultured people, well-informed and experienced lin a
matters, who are at the same time Christians, tomwvh
one can entrust an important position, and frommho
good advice can be obtained ... who can be used hy
state and church, able to serve as officers of thge
congregation, secretaries, treasurers,  justices,
postmasters and representatives of the peopledn th
legislature and the Congress, etc.” (paraphraséaofin
Luther).

The LCMS is strongly committed to Luther’s
concept of vocation. Its colleges and universites
institutions in the tradition of liberal arts whighovide
Christ-centered education for men and women whb wil
serve in a wide variety of professional occupations

Lutheran education is marked by significant
variables that are recognized and preserved to the
present day. Lutheran education is built on the
foundation of the Biblical message of salvation and
framed and delivered according to the understanding
and interpretation of the Confessions. Faculty mensb
are members of Lutheran congregations and dedicated
to the art of teaching. The faith and life ethidstlee
forefathers continue to be shared. Graduates of the
Concordia University System are sought after bexaus
they will be good employees, individuals who care
about those things that make for a meaningful life.

The major programs at the Concordias now exceed
150 undergraduate and 50 graduate. These programs
serve the diversified interests of a large numbkr o
participants. Delivery systems vary from traditibna
face-to-face classroom settings, off campus sites,
technologically delivered, etc., but always desijne
meet personal needs whether for credit or non-tredi

Check out the possibilities! Consider a Concordia
for an excellent academic program in the Lutheran
tradition!

“For the sake of the church, we must have and
maintain Christian schools” (Martin Luther).

For more information on the major programs
offered at the Concordias, please see the website:

www.lcms.org

(click on Ministry Areas, University Education,
Majors/Programs)

February 2008 General Statistics

2008

2007 Percentage +/-

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 850per Sunday 813 per Sunday up 5%
AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 1156per Week 985 per Week up 17%
AVERAGE WEEKLY GIVING $15,613per Week $13,693 per Week up 14%
AVERAGE ONE IN THE FLOW GIVING $ 3,093per Week $ 5,04Ber Week down 39%
$18,706 $18,736
March 2008 Statistics (to date)
WORSHIPATTENDANCE GENERAL GIVING
Date 3/2008 3/2007 % 3/2008 3/2007 %
3/2 854 772 +11% $19,129 $18,062 +6%
Oneinthe Flow $ 6,377 $7,378 -15%
$25,506 $25,440
3/5 Lent#4 181 186 -3%
3/9 816 689 +18% $14,106 $16,076 -13%
Oneinthe Flow $ 4,880 $ 3,687 +32%
$18,986 $19,763 -4%
3/12 Lent#5 174 224 -22%
3/16 825 795 +4% $17,918 $15,853 +12%
Oneinthe Flow $ 2,128 $ 2,962 -18%
$20,046 $18,815 +6%



